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Back To School, Learning Art

Typically back to school means continuing studies for our kids in August or
September through May or June. But as adults, we know the learning process is a life-long
journey and not just something that happens nine months out of the year. Now that the kids are
back at school, and hopefully have the opportunity to experience art education, it is a good
time for parents to think about how they can help enhance their child’s education. Taking an
active role in art education is easier than you think and the benefits last a lifetime. Not only is
it important, but it is simple.

So get started because with school budget challenges, art programs are likely
suffering and your kids could miss out on an important opportunity. Art education cultivates
the imagination, self-expression and creativity. It plays a vital role in the development of
critical thinking and problem solving. Set aside a day as often as possible when the kids are
home to go to art museums and art galleries. Ask questions and pick up information about
what you see and watch how your child responds to these experiences.

When kids are involved in the arts for a few hours a day, just two or three days a
week, they are up to four times likely to be recognized for academic achievement, be elected to
class office at school, participate in math or science fairs, keep perfect school attendance and
receive an award for writing an essay or poem. Just watch and see the difference in their
development not only in school but in life.

Now that it’s back to school time, it’s time for parents to do their homework too and
make sure they are not denying their child the opportunity for a fuller life. Learning together is
fun and a great way to spend quality time together. Start planning now and bring your whole
family to Hunter-Wolff Gallery to learn about some of Colorado’s regional artists and their
work. We even promise to let your kids touch stuff!

Reminder: Opev\ 7 cicxjs a week through December.,
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SAVE THE DATE
September: Open 7 Days A Week
Friday, September 6 - 5:00 - 8:00 pm
ArtWalk
Featuring ~ Oil Painting Demo by
Patience Heyl

September 24 5:00 - 7:00 pm
“Cheese Pleeze” Tasting (RSVP Required)
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Unless you’re an artist, one rarely, if
ever thinks about the possibility of harmful
materials being used to create art. But it has
been on the minds of artists and art supply
manufacturers for decades. Many oil painters,
for example, consciously avoid any toxic
materials from their painting regime to
reduce their exposure to harmful fumes and
products by using safer alternatives.

One alternative for oil painters is using
water-miscible paints that can use water as a
solvent and/or cleaner. This is a perfect
example of when oil and water DO mix! The
oil binder has been chemically engineered to
accept water, making it possible to avoid
using chemicals such as turpentine as a
thinner or for clean up. The fumes from
turpentine may be harmful if inhaled
especially when working in an environment
where the fumes are a daily occurrence and
ventilation is poor. It can also be absorbed
directly through unbroken skin causing
significant risk for internal damage. Water
miscible oil paint can be mixed and applied
using the same techniques as traditional oil-
based paint, but while still wet it can be
effectively removed from brushes, palettes,
and rags with soap and water.

But other dangers lurk in the artist’s
studio too. The primary danger is improper
handling of art supplies. There is no room for
complacency when it comes to keeping a safe
studio environment. Solvents are some of the
most potentially dangerous art materials if
handled improperly. Because a solvent is a
liquid used to dissolve solid materials, its
proper handling is important. Painters
sometimes use pure solvents such as
turpentine, mineral spirits, and odorless
mineral spirits to thin paints, dissolve
pigments, adjust drying times, and clean
brushes and other paint tools.

As solvents dry and evaporate, they
release toxins into the air. If you ever
experienced that light-headed feeling when
working with solvents, you know inhaling
those fumes should be avoided. Feeling dizzy
or light-headed is because the soft tissue in
the brain and nervous system are affected by
evaporating solvents. Similar to the effects of
alcohol intoxication, prolonged exposure to
solvents over time can cause long-term
damage. The damage can become extremely
serious, leading to a type of permanent brain
damage called chronic toxic encephalopathy.
This can turn into memory loss and problems
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It’s not easy for an artist to determine

which solvents are the safest. Natural
products are not necessarily safe. For
example, while most artists know that
turpentine is the most toxic solvent, it is a
natural substance derived from pine trees.
Less commonly understood are citrus oil and
d-limonene, ingredients found in citrus
solvents. Just because it smells nicer than
other solvents, both of these substances are
some of the most toxic solvents on the
market.

Other than water, there are no 100%
safe solvents, although some are safer than
others. Some manufacturers claim that their
odorless mineral spirits are low-risk because
the aromatic hydrocarbons, which create the
smell and toxicity of mineral spirits, have
been removed. Odorless mineral spirits still
contain small amounts of aliphatic
hydrocarbons. To date, there is not enough
conclusive evidence showing that these
solvents without aromatic hydrocarbons are
completely safe.

Regardless of what solvents are used,
proper ventilation is essential. Fresh air helps.
Painting in a well ventilated space with an
open window and fan, allowing the air to
circulate between the painting and the
outdoors, is always a good choice.

Whether an artist working in a studio or
a homeowner working in a garage, NEVER
toss solvent-soaked rags or paper towels in
the garbage. They can ignite. Instead, always
store them in self-closing oily waste cans,
such as those used for industrial purposes, in
order to prevent potential fires.

So the next time you purchase or admire
a beautiful painting, think about all the
hazards the artist considered, and hopefully
avoided, to bring you something so
spectacular.
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Artist

This month Hunter-Wolff Gallery i
bringing a little bit of New Orleans ragtime
to Old Colorado City with Greg Custer’s
“Jazz, Funk & Soul” collection. Sometimes
we can’t always jump on a plane to visit a
city as musical as New Orleans--but go when
you can--and in the meantime get a sense of
some of the greats like Billie Holiday, Duke
Ellington, John Coltrane, Louis Armstrong,
Count Basie and dozens of other musical
geniuses, who made it the jazz capital of the
world. We hope you can feel the musical
vibes emanating from Greg’s canvases.

In addition to being a professional oil
painter, Greg is an art teacher at a Colorado
Springs charter school.

There he tells his students that
“nothing great ever happens casually.”
Taking a more calculated approach to life
and his career as an artist, Greg delves into a
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Can it be shipped?
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color palette composed of classical
European pigments while making use of a
contrast between his contemporary approach
and the traditional approach to color with a
conventional application of glazes.  This
combination of techniques has become the
hallmark of Greg’s impressionistic painting
style for a strong, rich portrayal of his
chosen subject matter.

This special release consist of 5x7 to
12x16 canvases tastefully framed in gold
leaf wooden frames. Start your collection on
a high note with Greg Custer from Colorado
Springs.

Just Ask!

www.hunterwolffgallery.com
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Blown Glass

Jennifer Nauck

'3 Floral Oil
David William Ridge
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Landscape Oils

Patience Heyl

_

Pastel Florals
& Landscapes
Pamela Poll

Be sure to check for new work frequently. New Gallery Items are highlighted on our
website homepage for two full weeks.
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